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Private Stewardship Grants

Appropriations Language
For expenses necessary to carry out the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, as amended

(16 U.S.C. 460l-4 through 11), including administrative expenses, and for private conservation efforts

to be carried out on private lands, $10,000,000, to be derived from the Land and Water Conservation

Fund, to remain available until expended, and to be for conservation spending category activities:

Provided, That the amount provided herein is for the Secretary to establish a Private Stewardship Grants

Program to provide grants and other assistance to individuals and groups engaged in private

conservation efforts that benefit federally listed, proposed, or candidate species, or other at-risk species.
Note.— A regular 2003 appropriation for this account had not been enacted at the time the budget was prepared;

therefore, this account is operating under a continuing resolution (P.L. 107-229. as amended).  The amounts

included for 2003 in this budget reflect the Administration’s 2003 policy proposals.

Authorizing Statutes

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, (16 U.S.C. 1531-1544). Prohibits the import,

export, or taking of fish and wildlife and plants that are listed as threatened or endangered species;

provides for adding species to and removing them from the list of threatened and endangered species, and

for preparing and implementing plans for their recovery; provides for interagency cooperation to avoid

take of listed species and for issuing permits for otherwise prohibited activities; provides for cooperation

with States, including authorization of financial assistance; and implements the provisions of the

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES).

Authorization of Appropriations: Expired September 30, 1992

Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956, as amended, (16 U.S.C. 742(a)-754).  Establishes a

comprehensive national fish and wildlife policy and authorizes the Secretary to take steps required for

the development, management, advancement, conservation, and protection of fisheries resources and

wildlife resources through research, acquisition of refuge lands, development of existing facilities, and

other means. 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended, (16 U.S.C. 661-666(e)).  The Secretary of the

Interior is authorized to provide assistance to, and cooperate with, Federal, State, and public or private

agencies and organizations in the development, protection, rearing, and stocking of all species of wildlife,

resources thereof, and their habitat, in controlling losses of the same from disease or other causes, in

minimizing damages from overabundant species, in providing public shooting and fishing areas,

including easements across public lands for access thereto.  

 

2004 Program Overview

Private Stewardship Grants fund conservation actions for imperiled species on private lands.  Grants are

available to individuals and groups to implement private land conservation actions to benefit federally

listed, proposed, or candidate species, or other at-risk species.  Because most listed species depend on

habitat found on private lands, the participation of private landowners is essential for successful imperiled

species conservation efforts.  This grant assistance is crucial to garnering this private landowner

participation.

The Service is in the process of developing a new operational performance plan that directly aligns all

program activities and objectives with the Secretary’s four strategic plan mission components – Resource

Protection, Resource Use, Recreation, and Serving Communities.  The  Service’s operational plan will

contain new long-term and annual performance goals and measures to guide the delivery of FWS
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program implementation,  management reform, and budget formulation.  The alignment and integration

of program performance with budget formulation will provide the context for transparent accountability

and the foundation for continual improvement.  The Service anticipates completion of a new operational

plan by fall of 2003.

2002 Program 

The Service issued a request for proposals on October 1, 2002 that included eligibility criteria and

ranking factors.  Project selections are anticipated to be made in March 2003.  An outreach strategy was

implemented to encourage individuals and groups engaged in local, private, and voluntary conservation

efforts to apply for these grants.  The Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program is envisioned to be the

primary delivery mechanism for identifying and informing individuals and groups about the availability

of these grants, and providing technical assistance to the individuals and groups who receive grant

awards.  Representatives from State governments, other Federal agencies, conservation organizations,

agriculture and development interests, and the science community have been identified to serve as

members of the diverse panels that will make project funding recommendations to the Service.

The Service anticipates funding a wide variety of projects.  Typical projects may include managing

nonnative, competing species; implementing measures to minimize risk from disease; restoring streams

that support imperiled species; or planting native vegetation to restore a rare plant community.

2003 Program

The Ser vice expects to publish a request for proposals in April 1, 2003 and award grants by July 2003.
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2004 Program Performance Accomplishments

The Private Stewardship Grants Program directly supports DOI’S Resource Protection Mission Goal to

sustain biological communities by focusing on the conservation of the most imperiled components of

these communities. The DOI’s outcome measure for endangered and threatened species conservation is

the percentage of species listed a decade or more that are stabile or improving.  The outcome measure

for candidate species conservation is the percentage of candidate species for which listing is made

unnecessary due to conservation actions or agreements.  The outcome measure for at-risk species

conservation is the percentage of species of management concern that are managed to self-sustaining

levels.  Under these outcome measures, intermediate outcome will be defined/identified relating to the

creation of necessary habitat conditions and managing species populations.  By funding specific on-the-

ground species and habitat restoration and management efforts, Private Stewardship Grants serve a

critical function in the accomplishment of these outcomes.  There are two key indicators of the Service’s
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performance in administering the Private Stewardship Grants Program for contributing to stabilizing and

improving listed species, precluding listing of candidate species, and sustaining species of management

concern: the amount of biological benefits  the grants provide to species and the efficiency with which

the grants are awarded.  The Service has developed project review and selection processes to identify

proposals with the highest merit, and a procedure for awarding grants as quickly as possible after funding

is appropriated.

Relationship of Program Changes to Performance Goals 

The Service has not yet developed performance measures for this program.  Measures will be developed

as part of the Service’s operational plan.  The Service is in the process of developing a new operational

performance plan  that directly aligns all program activities and objectives with the Secretary’s four

strategic plan mission components – Resource Protection, Resource Use, Recreation, and Serving

Communities.  The  Service’s operational plan will contain new long-term and annual performance goals

and measures to guide the delivery of FWS program implementation,  management reform, and budget

formulation.  The alignment and integration of program performance with budget formulation will

provide the context for transparent accountability and the foundation for continual improvement.  The

Service anticipates completion of a new operational plan by September 2003.
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Standard Form 300

 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

 FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

PRIVATE STEWARDSHIP GRANTS PROGRAM

Program and Financing (in thousands of dollars)    

Identification code 14-5495-0
2002

Actual
2003

Estimate
2004

Estimate

Obligations by program activity:    

00.01     Private Stewardship Grants Program 0 9,200 11,366

00.02     Administration 0 400 380

10.00     Total obligations 0 9,600 11,746

Budgetary resources available for obligation:    

21.40   Unobligated balance available, start of year 0 10,000 10,400

22.00   New Budget authority (gross) 10,000 10,000 10,000

22.10   Resources available from recoveries of    

            prior year obligations 0 0 0
23.90   Total budgetary resources available for         
            obligation 10,000 20,000 20,400

23.95   New obligations (-) 0 -9,600 -11,746

24.40   Unobligated balance available, end of year 10,000 10,400 8,654

New budget authority (gross), detail:    

  Permanent authority:  Appropriations:    

40.00  Appropriation 10,000 10,000 10,000

40.76  Rescission of Authority 0 0 0

70.00  Total new B.A. (gross) 10,000 10,000 10,000

Change in unpaid obligations:    

Unpaid obligations, start of year:    

72.40  Obligated balance, start of year 0 0 2,650

73.10  New obligations 0 9,600 11,746

73.20  Total outlays, gross (-) 0 -6,950 -11,600

73.45  Adjustments in unexpired accounts (-) 0 0 0

Unpaid obligations, end of year:    

74.40  Obligated balance, end of year 0 2,650 2,796

Outlays, (gross)  detail:    

86.97  Outlays from new permanent authority 0 2,525 3,000

86.98  Outlays from permanent balances 0 4,425 8,600

87.00  Total outlays (gross) 0 6,950 11,600

Net budget authority and outlays:    

89.00  Budget authority 10,000 10,000 10,000

90.00  Outlays 0 6,950 11,600
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Object classification (in thousands of dollars)

Identification code 14-5495-0
2002

Actual
2003

Estimate
2004

Estimate
Direct obligations:    

11.1  Full-time permanent 0 212 236

11.9  Total personnel compensation 0 212 236

12.1  Civilian personnel benefits 0 74 83

25.2  Other services 0 0 0

41.0  Grants, subsidies and contributions 0 9,314 11,510

99.9  Total obligations 0 9,600 11,829

Personnel Summary

Identification code 14-5495-0
2002

Actual
2003
Estimate

2004
Estimate

    

Direct:    

Total compensable workyears:    

  1001 Full-time equivalent employment 0 4 4

    

Average salary per FTE 0 53,000 59,000
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